WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST
Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED

God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone:
southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

NOTES: ENTRUSTED - WHAT WE LEARN IN CAPTIVITY

Jeremiah 25:1-12 English Standard Version (ESV)

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon)which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the
people of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: “For twenty-three years,
from the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, to this day,
the word of the Lord has come to me, and | have spoken persistently to you, but
you have not listened. You have neither listened nor inclined your ears to hear,
although the Lordpersistently sent to you all his servants the prophets, saying,
‘Turn now, every one of you, from his evil way and evil deeds, and dwell upon the
land that the Lord has given to you and your fathers from of old and forever. Do
not go after other gods to serve and worship them, or provoke me to anger with
the work of your hands. Then | will do you no harm.’ Yet you have not listened to

me, declares the Lord, that you might provoke me to anger with the work of your
hands to your own harm.
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Jeremiah 25:1-12 ESV Cont...

“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Because you have not obeyed my words,
behold, | will send for all the tribes of the north, declares the Lord, and for
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and | will bring them against
this land and its inhabitants, and against all these surrounding nations. | will
devote them to destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting
desolation. Moreover, | will banish from them the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the grinding of
the millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole land shall become a ruin and a
waste, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. Then after
seventy years are completed, | will punish the king of Babylon and that nation,

the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the Lord, making the land an
everlasting waste.

Ezra 1:2-4 ESV

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the
kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house

of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. And let each
survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with
silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house
of God that is in Jerusalem.”

Ezra 2:68-70 ESV

Some of the heads of families, when they came to the house of the Lord that is
in Jerusalem, made freewill offerings for the house of God, to erect it on its site.
According to their ability they gave to the treasury of the work 61,000 darics of
gold, 5,000 minas of silver, and 100 priests’ garments.

Now the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and
the temple servants lived in their towns, and all the rest of Israel in their towns.

Ezra 3:1-6 ESV

When the seventh month came, and the children of Israel were in the towns, the
people gathered as one man to Jerusalem. Then arose Jeshua the son of Jozadak,
with his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel with his kinsmen, and
they built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written
in the Law of Moses the man of God. They set the altar in its place, for fear was on
them because of the peoples of the lands, and they offered burnt offerings on it to
the Lord, burnt offerings morning and evening. And they kept the Feast of Booths,
as it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by number according to the
rule, as each day required, and after that the regular burnt offerings, the offerings
at the new moon and at all the appointed feasts of the Lord, and the offerings

of everyone who made a freewill offering to the Lord. From the first day of the
seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the Lord. But the foundation
of the temple of the Lord was not yet laid.
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Haggai 1:1-4 ESV

In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of

the month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time
has not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.” Then the word of the Lordcame
by the hand of Haggai the prophet, “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your
paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?

Ezra 6:16-17 ESV

And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the returned
exiles, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. They offered at

the dedication of this house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin
offering for all Israel 12 male goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel.

Malachi 3:6-12 ESV

“For | the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes
and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you, says the Lord of
hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing
me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?' In your tithes and contributions. You
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the
full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put
me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaven for
you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. | will rebuke the
devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in
the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will call you
blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.

Implications:

1. God's commands don't change with the times. Following them is all about the
posture of our hearts.

2. Finding loopholes in our faith is easy when our circumstances are good. The
hardest part about receiving the blessing of God is living in it well.

3. As followers of Jesus, we must be willing to call one another toward God's
standards for living.

4. We cannot allow ourselves or others to make excuses for disobedience.
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