WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST
Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED
God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone:
southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

NOTES: ENTRUSTED - FIRST THINGS FIRST

Proverbs 3:9-10 English Standard Version (ESV)
Honor the Lord with your wealth

and with the firstfruits of all your produce;
then your barns will be filled with plenty,

and your vats will be bursting with wine.

Exodus 23:19a ESV
“The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the

Lord your God."

Leviticus 23:10 ESV
“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘When you come into the land that
| give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your

harvest to the priest,”

Deuteronomy 21:15-17 ESV

“If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved
and the unloved have borne him children, and if the firstborn son belongs to the
unloved, then on the day when he assigns his possessions as an inheritance to his
sons, he may not treat the son of the loved as the firstborn in preference to the
son of the unloved, who is the firstborn, but he shall acknowledge the firstborn,
the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is
the firstfruits of his strength. The right of the firstborn is his.”
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Genesis 4:3-7 ESV

In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the
ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions.
And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering

he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The Lord said to Cain,
“Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not

be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is
contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”

Joshua 6:15-19 ESV

On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the
city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they marched
around the city seven times.And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown
the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city.
And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the Lord for destruction.
Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because
she hid the messengers whom we sent. But you, keep yourselves from the things
devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the
devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring
trouble upon it. But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy
to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of the Lord.”

Joshua 7 ESV

But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the
son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the
devoted things. And the anger of the Lord burned against the people of Israel.
Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and
said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out
Ai. And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go
up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make
the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” So about three thousand men
went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai, and the men
of Ai Killed about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far as
Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted
and became as water.

Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of

the Lord until the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their
heads. And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought this people over
the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would
that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! O Lord, what can | say,
when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! For the Canaanites and
all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our
name from the earth. And what will you do for your great name?”
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Joshua 7 ESV Cont...

The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? Israel has
sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that | commmanded them,; they have
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among
their own belongings. Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand before their
enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, because they have become
devoted for destruction. | will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted
things from among you. Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate
yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, God of Israel, “There are devoted
things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take
away the devoted things from among you.” In the morning therefore you shall be
brought near by your tribes. And the tribe that the Lord takes by lot shall come
near by clans. And the clan that the Lord takes shall come near by households.
And the household that the Lord takes shall come near man by man. And he who
is taken with the devoted things shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has,
because he has transgressed the covenant of the Lord, and because he has done
an outrageous thing in Israel.”

So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the
tribe of Judah was taken. And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan

of the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites man by
man, and Zabdi was taken. And he brought near his household man by man, and
Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.
Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord God of Israel and give
praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.” And
Achan answered Joshua, “Truly | have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and
this is what | did: when | saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and
200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then | coveted them
and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver
underneath.”

So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden
in his tent with the silver underneath. And they took them out of the tent and
brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And they laid them down
before the Lord. And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah,
and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters
and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they
brought them up to the Valley of Achor. And Joshua said, “Why did you bring
trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him
with stones. They burned them with fire and stoned them with stones. And they
raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to this day. Then the Lord
turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place is
called the Valley of Achor.

Implications:

1. God is not kidding when he asks us to use his things his way.

2. Many people miss the full blessing of God because they are trying to do God'’s

things their own way.

God is worthy of our first and our best.

4. When we are faithful, we open the door for God to do more around us and
through us.
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