CONTEXT MATTERS

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST
Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED
God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a small
group, or would like more information about an upcoming event, join us at the Con-
nections Studio live via Zoom after services: southeastcc.org/connect or
send an email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?
We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with some-
one: southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

NOTES: MINDSET - ABRAHAM: THE FATHER OF OUR FAITH

Genesis 11:27-30 English Standard Version (ESV)

Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran;
and Haran fathered Lot. Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the

land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. And Abram and Nahor took wives.

The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the
daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. Now Sarai was barren; she had
no child.

Genesis 12:1-5a ESV

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you. And | will make of you a great
nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered,
and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the

land of Canaan.
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Genesis 18 ESV

And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his
tent in the heat of the day.He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men
were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to
meet them and bowed himself to the earth and said, “O Lord, if | have found favor
in your sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, while | bring a morsel of bread, that
you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come
to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham went quickly
into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and
make cakes.” And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and
gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. Then he took curds and milk and
the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under
the tree while they ate.

They said to him, *"Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” The
Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your

wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased
to be with Sarah. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After | am worn out, and my
lord is old, shall | have pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh
and say, ‘Shall | indeed bear a child, now that | am old?’ Is anything too hard for
the Lord? At the appointed time | will return to you, about this time next year, and
Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was
afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”

Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And
Abraham went with them to set them on their way. The Lord said, “Shall | hide
from Abraham what | am about to do, seeing that Abraham shall surely become a
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?
For | have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household
after him to keep the way of the Lordby doing righteousness and justice, so that
the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” Then the Lord said,
“Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very
grave, | will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the
outcry that has come to me. And if not, | will know.”

So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood
before the Lord. Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away
the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city.
Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are
in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the Lord said, “If | find at Sodom
fifty righteous in the city, | will spare the whole place for their sake.”
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Abraham answered and said, “Behold, | have undertaken to speak to the Lord, |
who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if | find
forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.”
He answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the
Lord be angry, and | will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will
not do it, if | find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, | have undertaken to speak to the
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty | will
not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak again
but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten |
will not destroy it.” And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

Genesis 25:1-8 ESV

Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. She bore him Zimran,
Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan.
The sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. The sons of Midian
were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of
Keturah. Abraham gave all he had to Isaac. But to the sons of his concubines
Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still living he sent them away from his son
Isaac, eastward to the east country.

These are the days of the years of Abraham’s life, 175 years. Abraham breathed his
last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to
his people.

Implications:

1. Because Abraham prioritized taking care of those who couldn’t care for

themselves, God didn't have to wait to make him into something.

2. God doesn't bless us so that we can have a big pile of material things; God
blesses us so that we can be a blessing to others.

3. We should all aspire to model Abraham'’s faithfulness to Sarah.

4. Abraham desired to help everyone become their best, not just his family.
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