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WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST

Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED

God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

ACTS - THE IMPORTANCE OF UNITY

NOTES |

Acts 4:32-37 English Standard Version (ESV)

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that
any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common.
And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them,
for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. Thus
Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement),
a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and
laid it at the apostles’ feet.

John 17:6-21 | ESV

“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours
they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything that you have given me is from you. For | have given them the words that you
gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that | came from
you; and they have believed that you sent me. | am praying for them. | am not praying for the
world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.



All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in them. And | am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name,
which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While | was with them, |
kept them in your name, which you have given me. | have guarded them, and not one of them
has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am
coming to you, and these things | speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in
themselves. | have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not
of the world, just as | am not of the world. | do not ask that you take them out of the world, but
that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as | am not of the world.
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so | have sent
them into the world. And for their sake | consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified
in truth.

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that
they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also may be in us, so
that the world may believe that you have sent me.

John 13:33-35 | ESV

Little children, yet a little while | am with you. You will seek me, and just as | said to the Jews,
so now | also say to you, ‘Where | am going you cannot come.” A new commandment | give to
you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

2 Corinthians 8:1-15 | ESV

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to
their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly
for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they
gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we urged Titus
that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. But as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see
that you excel in this act of grace also.

| say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. And in this matter
| give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but
also to desire to do it. So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may
be matched by your completing it out of what you have. For if the readiness is there, it is
acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.



For | do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of
fairness your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that theirabundance
may supply your need, that there may be fairness. As it is written, “Whoever gathered much
had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”

IMPLICATIONS

1. The church must be a place where we pull for the good in others rather than
trying to show people where they are wrong.

2. Generosity is a foundation stone in God’'s Kingdom; we don’t get to define
generosity, God does.

3. We must be people who see the potential in others and refuse to allow them
to settle for less.

4. If the church is going to recover from decline, there must be a reinstitution of

God’s Word and God'’s Will, God’s Way.
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