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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST

Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED

God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

ACTS - REPRESENTING CHRIST

NOTES |

Acts 6:8-15 English Standard Version (ESV)

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people.
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called),
and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up
and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with
which he was speaking. Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him
speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” And they stirred up the people and the
elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the
council, and they set up false withesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words
against this holy place and the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth
will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” And gazing
at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

Acts 7:54-8:3 | ESV

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at
him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and



stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned
him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his
knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he
had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul approved of his execution.

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem,
and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was
ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and
committed them to prison.

2 Corinthians 10:1-2 | ESV

I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am humble when
face to face with you, but bold toward you when | am away!- | beg of you that when | am
present | may not have to show boldness with such confidence as | count on showing against
some who suspect us of walking according to the flesh.

Colossians 4:2-6 | ESV

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray
also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on
account of which | am in prison— that | may make it clear, which is how | ought to speak.
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.

Hebrews 11:32-38 | ESV

And what more shall | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced
justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they
were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about
in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

2 Corinthians 11:21-28 | ESV

To my shame, | must say, we were too weak for that!

But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool-I also dare to boast of
that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham?



So am |. Are they servants of Christ? | am a better one—I am talking like a madman—-with far
greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five
times | received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times | was beaten
with rods. Once | was stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | was adrift at
sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own
people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea,
danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger
and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the
daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.

IMPLICATIONS

1. You shouldn’t use your personality as an excuse to misrepresent Christ.

2. The Holy Spirit will give you what you need to accurately represent Christ in
every situation.

3. Godis always God, even when our circumstances are not going the way we desire.

4. God’s message is more important than our comfort.
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