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WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST

Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED
God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

ACTS - THE GOSPEL IS FOR EVERYBODY

NOTES |

Acts 8:4-40 English Standard Version (ESV)

Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went down to the
city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds with one accord paid
attention to what was being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs that he
did. For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and
many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was much joy in that city.

But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. They all paid
attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that
is called Great.” And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had amazed
them with his magic. But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing
signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God,
they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might



receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them and they received
the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands, he offered them money, saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone
on whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “May your silver
perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have
neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. Repent, therefore, of
this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may
be forgiven you. For | see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.”
And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come
upon me.”

Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem,
preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge
of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his
chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join
this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do
you understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can |, unless someone guides me?”
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he
was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road
they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from
being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his
way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the
gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.



1. Philip proclaimed to them Christ, Simon proclaimed himself.

Acts 8:4-6 | ESV

Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went down to the city
of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds with one accord paid attention
to what was being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs that he did.

Acts 8:9-10 | ESV

But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. They all paid
attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is
called Great.”

2. Why does the Eunuch ask this question?

Acts 8:29-34 | ESV

And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him
reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he
said, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?”

Isaiah 53:7-11 | ESV

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.

By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered

that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?



And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.

Isaiah 56:3-8 | ESV

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say,
“The Lord will surely separate me from his people”;

and let not the eunuch say,
“Behold, | am a dry tree.”

For thus says the Lord:

“To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,
who choose the things that please me
and hold fast my covenant,

I will give in my house and within my walls
a monument and a name
better than sons and daughters;

I will give them an everlasting name
that shall not be cut off.

“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—

these | will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”



The Lord God,

who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,
“I will gather yet others to him

besides those already gathered.”

IMPLICATIONS

1. The Gospel is for Everybody!
2. When people see us, they should notice God'’s faithfulness, not our greatness.

Galatians 2:20 | ESV

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And
the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.

3. Just as Philip doesn’t make the Eunuch feel bad for asking questions, we must
also create space where people feel comfortable asking hard questions.

4. When we follow God, he will take us to some peculiar places; when we are faithful
in those places, we will see God do amazing things.
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