Southeast

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST

Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED

God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

ACTS - THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS

NOTES |

Acts 5:38-39 New International Version (NIV)

Therefore, in the present case | advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their
purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to
stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”

Acts 7:57-58 | NIV

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him,
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.

Acts 8:3 | NIV
But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men
and women and put them in prison.

Galatians 1:13-14 | NIV

For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely | persecuted the
church of God and tried to destroy it. |1 was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own
age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.



Numbers 25:7-8 | NIV

When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the assembly,
took a spear in his hand and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear into both
of them, right through the Israelite man and into the woman’s stomach. Then the plague
against the Israelites was stopped.

Numbers 25:10-13 | NIV

The Lord said to Moses, “Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my
anger away from the Israelites. Since he was as zealous for my honor among them as | am, |
did not put an end to them in my zeal. Therefore tell him | am making my covenant of peace
with him. He and his descendants will have a covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he
was zealous for the honor of his God and made atonement for the Israelites.”

Acts 9:1-19 | NIV

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he
found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as
prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do
you persecute me?”

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

“l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you
will be told what you must do.”

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see
anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing.
So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat
or drink anything.

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”
“Yes, Lord,” he answered.

The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus
named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place

his hands on him to restore his sight.”

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “| have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has



done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief
priests to arrest all who call on your name.”

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. | will show him how much he must
suffer for my name.”

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent
me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,and after
taking some food, he regained his strength.

Galatians 3:28 | NIV
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.

| Peter 2:4-5 | NIV

As you come to him, the living Stone-rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to
him-you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Romans 12:11 | NIV
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.

IMPLICATIONS

1. God has created purpose for all of us; our job is to pursue it with passion.
2. When we know God'’s voice, we can discern his purposes for us.

3. It doesn’t matter what our assignments are, it matters that we carry out the ones
we’ve been given.

4. We have not been chosen to be spectators of the church; we have been chosen
to be the church.
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