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WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST

Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED

God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

ACTS - LOVED, PURSUED, CHOSEN

NOTES |

Ezekiel 34 English Standard Version (ESV)

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord God: Ah, shepherds of
Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the
fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the
sheep. The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you
have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and
with force and harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered, because there was
no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; they
wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the
face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them.

“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: As | live, declares the Lord God, surely
because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild
beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for
my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, therefore,
you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: Thus says the Lord God, Behold, | am against
the shepherds, and | will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding
the sheep.



No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. | will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that
they may not be food for them.

The Lord God Will Seek Them Out

“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, |, | myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out.
As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so
will I seek out my sheep, and | will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And | will bring them out from the peoples and gather
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And | will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. | will feed
them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land.
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. | myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie
down, declares the Lord God. | will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind
up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak.

Acts 10:1-29 | ESV

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian
Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed continually to God. About the ninth hour of the day[a] he saw clearly in a
vision an angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” And he stared at him in terror and
said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter.
He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.” When the angel who spoke
to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those
who attended him, and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

Peter's Vision

The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the
housetop about the sixth hour to pray. And he became hungry and wanted something to
eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw the heavens opened and
something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth.
In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice to him:
“Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything
that is common or unclean.” And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has
made clean, do not call common.” This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at
once to heaven.

Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean,
behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood
at the gate and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. And



while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for
you. Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation, for | have sent them.” And
Peter went down to the men and said, “l am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for
your coming?” And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who
is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to
come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” So he invited them in to be his guests.

The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa
accompanied him. And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting
them and had called together his relatives and close friends. When Peter entered, Cornelius
met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand
up; I too am a man.” And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered.
And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or
to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that | should not call any person
common or unclean. So when | was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you sent
for me.”

John 10:16 | ESV
| have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.

Acts 1:8 | ESV
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

Acts 17:26-27 | NIV

From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far
from any one of us.

Isaiah 56:6-7 | ESV
“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,

to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,

and holds fast my covenant—

these | will bring to my holy mountain,

and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”



1 Peter 2:9-10 | ESV

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God'’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

IMPLICATIONS

1. God gave his son for you, but that’s not all; he orchestrates your circumstances
to make his love for you obvious.

2. When our will is aligned with God'’s, we join him in showing his welcoming
love to others.

3. When we are attentive, God makes the needs around us clear, though they
may challenge our preconceptions.

4. We have misunderstood chosen-ness; it is our natural tendency to reinterpret
chosen-ness to mean supremacy rather than usability.
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