
W E L C O M E  T O  S O U T H E A S T
Southeast provides relational environments where you can find 

Jesus, community, and purpose.

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group, 

or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an 

email to connect@southeastcc.org.

N E E D  P R A Y E R ?
We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

NOTES | 6.12.22
Acts 20:15-21:1 New International Version (NIV)

The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Chios. The day after that we crossed over 

to Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus. Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus 

to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if 

possible, by the day of Pentecost.

From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived, he said 

to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into 

the province of Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of 

severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. You know that I have not hesitated to 

preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house 

to house. I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance 

and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen 

to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships 
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are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the 

race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good 

news of God’s grace.

“Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will 

ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any 

of you. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over 

yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds 

of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage 

wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men 

will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! 

Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.”

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give 

you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver or 

gold or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs 

and the needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard 

work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. They all wept 

as they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them most was his statement that they 

would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Kos. The 

next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara.

1 Corinthians 11:1 | NIV

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.

Romans 8:18-39 | NIV

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 

revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 

of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage 

to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.



We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 

the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For 

in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 

already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 

for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.And he who searches 

our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in 

accordance with the will of God.

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 

sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 

justified, he also glorified.

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 

him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 

chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus 

who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 

interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Thessalonians 2:17-20 | NIV

But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you for a short 

time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 



1. Our legacy is the people we have made better along the way.

2. When we are working to overcome life’s struggles, we have a life worth living.

3. Character matters. People remember who you are, not what you say.

4. The last 10 percent of your life is more important than the first 90.

IMPLICATIONS
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For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan blocked our 

way. For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our 

Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 | NIV

For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store 

for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 

that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.


