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WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST
Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED

God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an

email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

ACTS - WAITING WELL

NOTES |

Acts 22:30-23:5 New International Version (NIV)

The commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews. So
the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the members of the

Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him stand before them.

Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, | have fulfilled my duty to God
in all good conscience to this day.” At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing
near Paul to strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you
whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate

the law by commanding that | be struck!”

Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” Paul
replied, “Brothers, | did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak

evil about the ruler of your people.”



Romans 13:1-7 | NIV

Leteveryone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently,
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those
who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do
right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?
Then do what is right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s servant
for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason.
They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore,
it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also

as a matter of conscience.

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time
to governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue,

then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Acts 23:6-10 | NIV

Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out
in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, | am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. | stand on trial
because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” When he said this, a dispute broke out
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. (The Sadducees
say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees

believe all these things.)

There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up
and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or
an angel has spoken to him?” The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid
Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away

from them by force and bring him into the barracks.

Matthew 4:25-5:1-9 | NIV
Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis,[g] Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the

Jordan followed him.

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples

came to him, and he began to teach them.



He said:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Acts 24:11 | NIV
11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified

about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”

IMPLICATIONS

1. How we handle authority - our stewardship of it or our submission to it - is a direct
reflection of our spiritual maturity.

2. You cannot talk about a God of love from a position of hatred.
3. When you walk into a room, does it get more peaceful or more combative?

4. Waiting is all about refining.
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