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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

WEEKEND MESSAGE NOTES

WELCOME TO SOUTHEAST

Southeast provides relational environments where you can find
Jesus, community, and purpose.

GET CONNECTED

God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group,
or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an
email to connect@southeastcc.org.

NEED PRAYER?

We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

RETURN - TITHING

NOTES |

1 Timothy 6:2b-19 English Standard Version (ESV)

Teach and urge these things. If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree
with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with
godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy
craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension,
slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among people who are depraved in mind
and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. But godliness
with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot
take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love
of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered

away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,

love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the



eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession
in the presence of many witnesses. | charge you in the presence of God, who gives life
to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the
good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper time—he who is the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality,
who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be

honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may
take hold of that which is truly life.

Principle 1 - First Fruits. Generosity gives first.

Genesis 4:1-7 | ESV

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten
a man with the help of the Lord.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to
the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his
flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for
Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The Lord
said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not
be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary

to you, but you must rule over it.”

Deuteronomy 26:2-10 | ESV

you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your
land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go
to the place that the Lord your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. And you
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the
Lord your God that | have come into the land that the Lord swore to our fathers to give
us. Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar

of the Lord your God.



“And you shall make response before the Lord your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my
father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he
became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. And the Egyptians treated us harshly and
humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers,
and the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. And the
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great
deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. And he brought us into this place and gave us
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. And behold, now | bring the first of the fruit
of the ground, which you, O Lord, have given me. And you shall set it down before the

Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God.

Nehemiah 10:28-39 | ESV

“The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple
servants, and all who have separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to
the Law of God, their wives, their sons, their daughters, all who have knowledge and
understanding, join with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to
walk in God’s Law that was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all
the commandments of the Lord our Lord and his rules and his statutes. We will not give
our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for our sons. And if the
peoples of the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we will not buy
from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will forego the crops of the seventh

year and the exaction of every debt.

“We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly a third part of a shekel for the
service of the house of our God: for the showbread, the regular grain offering, the regular
burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the new moons, the appointed feasts, the holy things, and
the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our
God. We, the priests, the Levites, and the people, have likewise cast lots for the wood
offering, to bring it into the house of our God, according to our fathers’ houses, at times
appointed, year by year, to burn on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the Law.
We obligate ourselves to bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of
every tree, year by year, to the house of the Lord; also to bring to the house of our God,
to the priests who minister in the house of our God, the firstborn of our sons and of our
cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks; and to
bring the first of our dough, and our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the wine and the

oil, to the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and to bring to the Levites the



tithes from our ground, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all our towns where
we labor. And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites
receive the tithes. And the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the house of our
God, to the chambers of the storehouse. For the people of Israel and the sons of Levi shall
bring the contribution of grain, wine, and oil to the chambers, where the vessels of the
sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, and the gatekeepers and the singers.

We will not neglect the house of our God.”

Principle 2 - The Storehouse. We are generous to others through the church first.

Malachi 3:6-12 | ESV

“For | the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From
the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.
Return to me, and | will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we
return?” Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed
you?' In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me,
the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food
in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. |
will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your
vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will call you

blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.

Numbers 18:8-19 | ESV

Then the Lord spoke to Aaron, “Behold, | have given you charge of the contributions made
to me, all the consecrated things of the people of Israel. | have given them to you as a
portion and to your sons as a perpetual due. This shall be yours of the most holy things,
reserved from the fire: every offering of theirs, every grain offering of theirs and every sin
offering of theirs and every guilt offering of theirs, which they render to me, shall be most
holy to you and to your sons. In a most holy place shall you eat it. Every male may eat it; it
is holy to you.This also is yours: the contribution of their gift, all the wave offerings of the
people of Israel. | have given them to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a
perpetual due. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. All the best of the oil and
all the best of the wine and of the grain, the firstfruits of what they give to the Lord, | give
to you. The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the Lord, shall be

yours. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. Every devoted thing in Israel shall



be yours. Everything that opens the womb of all flesh, whether man or beast, which they
offer to the Lord, shall be yours. Nevertheless, the firstborn of man you shall redeem, and
the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. And their redemption price (at a month
old you shall redeem them) you shall fix at five shekels in silver, according to the shekel
of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs. But the firstborn of a cow, or the firstborn of a
sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle
their blood on the altar and shall burn their fat as a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to
the Lord. But their flesh shall be yours, as the breast that is waved and as the right thigh
are yours. All the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to the Lord | give to
you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. It is a covenant of salt

forever before the Lord for you and for your offspring with you.”

IMPLICATIONS
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Generosity is a mindset not an action. It doesn’t have an off switch.
Generosity gives before it takes. Do we honor God first or self first?

Generosity is commanded by God, not suggested.
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Generosity begins with the tithe given through the local church.
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